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vention to constitute the Senate a Tribunal for deciding
upon controversies between a single State and the Gen-
eral Government, but this was abandoned, and the mat-
ter remains for the arbitrament of the same high contract-
ing powers that framed the Constitution itself. If the
doctrine of South Carolina is "antinational in its char-
acter, and breathes of disunion," believe me, Sir, it is the
good old Republican doctrine of '98, and is vital to State
Rights. Indeed it is as old as the Constitution itself, as
I could show you by chapter and verse.
You will find it in the Virginia Resolutions of '98, and
in those of the Legislature of Kentucky of the same year
penned by the author of the Declaration of Independ-
ence, and in Madison's Report of '99. All of these agree
that "the several States who formed the Constitution,
being sovereign, and independent, have the unquestion-
able right to judge of its infraction, and that a nullifica-
tion by these Sovereignties, of all unauthorized acts done
by the General Government under colour of that instru-
ment, is the rightful remedy" And that "in case of a
deliberate, palpable, and dangerous exercise of other
powers not granted by the said compact, the States who
are Parties thereto, have a right ^ and are in duty bound
to arrest the evil." We propose that the State of South
Carolina accordingly shall declare the Tariff of Protec-
tion null and void within its limits, and to invest its
Courts and officers with power to enforce such declara-
tory Law. What follows? Will the other States declare
War against us"? Will they seal usurpation with the blood
of the oppressed? Believe me, no—or if they will, the
remedy will not be constitutional. Fear is an ill Counsel-
lor for an individual, much worse for a sovereign State.
It is not with threats and scoffing that the South is to be

